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Lus1ng	for	Gear?		Try	Fat	Llama....
By	Brian	O’Connell

I	think	there	are	number	of	us	in	the	film	club	that	suffer	from	
various	degrees	of	gadget	lust.	

You	hear	about	a	new	gizmo	or	a	camera	and	a>er	watching	a	
number	of	YouTube	videos	about	it,	you	feel	that	you	really	
want	it.	New	
technology	is	
arriving	at	an	ever	
increasing	pace,	
and	the	biggest	
expenditure	for	
film	makers	is	
o>en	a	camera.	

They	say	you	only	
date	your	camera	
but	you	marry	your	lenses.	It	is	fair	to	say	that	the	life	of	a	
camera	nowadays	is	only	about	five	years	and	a>er	that	Eme	it	
is	old	tech.	However	lenses	can	be	used	for	decades	provided	
you	sEck	with	the	same	lens	mount	system	that	is	usually	
dependent	on	brand.

For	example	Sony	lenses	are	not	compaEble	with	Canon	lenses,	
and	although	there	are	adapters	available,	someEmes	the	auto	
focus	does	not	work	as	well,	or	they	affect	the	image	in	some	way.	

So	there	comes	a	point	when	the	buy	buJon	is	pressed	and	you	
have	just	shelled	out	a	shed	load	of	money	on	that	camera	that	is	
just	perfect	for	you.	

Then	a>er	owning	it	for	a	year	you	realise	that	you	have	only	used	
it	for	about	10	hours	and	a	couple	of	years	later	it	appears	that	
you	might	have	paid	£200	per	hour	for	the	privilege.	You	have	
looked	at	the	hire	rates	and	expensive	as	they	are,	you	realise	that	
buying,	is	far	more	than	what	you	would	have	paid	if	you	hired	it.	
There	is	of	course	the	inconvenience	of	someEmes	going	a	long	
way	to	a	hire	shop	to	pick	it	up,	and	you	also	need	to	have	it	for	a	
few	addiEonal	days,	so	that	you	know	how	to	use	it.	But	there	is	
now	a	good	and	somewhat	cheaper	alternaEve.

Red	Camera	This	one	may	set	you	back	£100K	

	Lost	your	case	of	gadget	lust?
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This	enables	you	to	find	a	personal	hirer	in	your	local	area.	That	is	
someone	like	you	who	owns	some	expensive	gear	that	they	do	not	
use	a	lot,	and	they	are	prepared	to	hire	it	out.	

Here	is	an	example.	I	would	love	to	own	a	Sony	A7S3.	It	is	a	recent	
low	light	camera	that	is	amazing	for	narraEve	film	with	an	
astonishingly	good	auto	focus.	Assuming	I	know	someone	with	the	
ability	to	use	it	let’s	go	to	their	website	and	see	what	we	can	do.	I	
type	in	‘A7S3’	and	this	is	the	image	I	get.

Bearing	in	mind	this	is	a	£3,800	camera	with	lenses	cosEng	around	
£1000	each	I	find	that	there	is	someone	called	Theo	in	Tadworth	
about	20	minutes	up	the	road	from	Guildford	with	one	for	hire	for	
about	£50	per	day	and	£85	per	day	with	some	lenses.	It	also	
shows	the	locaEons	of	some	others	in	Croydon	or	around	London	
for	a	similar	price.	

By	clicking	the	blue	buJon	you	can	also	check	the	
availability	of	the	items	too.	

This	also	works	the	other	way	around.	If	you	have	some	
expensive	gear	and	you	would	like	to	off	set	the	cost	of	it,	
you	can	set	yourself	up	to	‘List	it’	and	hire	it	out	to	others.	
But	perhaps	there	are	risks?	Who	knows	what	may	happen	
to	your	gear,	and	indeed	what	is	the	condiEon	of	the	
equipment	you	might	want	to	hire.	Like	Airbnb	the	
company	has	been	going	for	a	few	years,	so	probably	builds	
in	some	safeguards	to	protect	both	renters	and	hirers.	

I’ll	let	you	know	if	I	get	around	to	using	it	but	on	the	face	of	
it	looks	like	an	aJracEve	proposiEon.		Have	a	look	at	the	
website	yourself	by	searching	for	a	gadget	you	wish	to	use.	
You	might	be	able	to	afford	it	a>er	all,	and	it	won’t	end	up	
cluJering	up	some	valuable	cupboard	space	for	a	couple	of	
decades.	And	someEmes	even	a	‘Try	before	you	buy’	is	a	
wise	choice.		

There	is	one	in	Tadworth	!

Have	you	ever	wondered	how	much	data	passes	along	the	
billions	of	internet	channels	every	year?

According	to	European	Union	Data	Strategists,	it’s	set	to	
explode	in	the	next	5	years.		This	will	be	fuelled	by	a	
massive	increase	in	“smart	computer	peripherals”	not	to	
menEon	the	effect	on	communicaEons	caused	by	the	
Pandemic.	

To	avoid	untold	zeros,	we	need	to	talk	zeJabytes.
One	of	these	is	a	trillion	gigabytes.

InteresEngly,	the	way	data	is	processed	is	also	changing	
dramaEcally	as	our	smart	devices	become	more	powerful.	

Look	out	for	the	1	zeJabyte	iPhone50	with	60k	movies!

Our	Ze>abyte	World
By	Philip	Morley
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A	couple	of	years	a>er	the	financial	crash	of	2008	I	wrote	and	
staged	my	first	full	length	play	called	Estate	Agent	/	A	State	Agent.	
(The	second	was	Sarah’s	War).	In	the	back	of	mind	I	have	wondered	
if	this	first	play	had	filmic	possibiliEes.
	
The	purpose	of	this	shoot	at	The	Spike	in	Guildford	was	to	create	
some	test	footage	that	could	be	used	if	this	play	was	made	into	a	
feature	film.	Professional	actors	were	involved	and	our	fantasEc	
SBMM	crew	consisted	of	Philip	Morley,	Gordon	SuJon	and	Steve	
Michell.	

The	lead	actor	Clive	Ward	was	the	same	person	who	played	the	role	
ten	years	ago.

There	were	some	tough	challenges	not	
only	because	the	two	day	shoot	had	to	
be	compressed	into	one,	but	the	Eny	
space	with	the	‘prison	cell’	and	
extremely	difficult	lighEng	condiEons	
made	camera	work	very	hard.

The	story	involves	a	middle	class	couple	who	face	losing	their	home	
as	England	is	unable	to	repay	the	naEonal	debt	to	China.	England,	
like	most	of	Europe	and	USA,	is	in	economic	meltdown.	Law	and	
order	has	broken	down	as	energy	and	food	becomes	more	difficult	
to	obtain.	China	owns	and	controls	most	internaEonal	corporaEons,	
but	faced	with	it’s	own	mounEng	environmental	and	economic	
problems	at	home,	it	is	seeking	to	reseJle	Chinese	workers	to	
assume	managerial	and	senior	roles	abroad.		

Estate	Agent	/	A	State	Agent		
Test	Shoot	on	Sunday	27th	June	2021
by	Brian	O’Connell

Philip	Morley	and	Steve	Michell	
discuss	camera	angles

Gordon	SuFon	grapples	
with	6	audio	inputs	

Clive	Ward	as	Geoffrey Rui	Shang	and	Bo	Wang	as	Prison	Guards

In	order	to	'repay'	the	English	naEonal	debt	and	to	
avoid	starvaEon,	homeowners	Geoffrey	and	Lorna	
are	encouraged	to	'sell'	their	properEes	to	the	
Chinese	Government.	The	situaEon	is	made	worse	by	
the	fact	that	they	are	dealing	with	some	corrupt	
negoEators	who	are	not	afraid	to	use	their	powerful	
posiEon	to	obtain	extra	favours	and	falsely	associate	
them	with	‘anE-government’	sympathisers.	One	of	
their	neighbours	happens	to	be	involved.				

Geoffrey	and	Lorna	both	end	up	in	different	prisons	
leading	to	this	scene	which	demonstrates	some	harsh	
condiEons	in	the	prison.	

You	may	well	recognise	one	of	the	inmates	as	Steve	
Michell,	giving	up	his	weekend	to	break	rocks	within	
the	prison.	

Over	the	
coming	weeks	
we	look	
forward	to	
reviewing	the	
footage!	

Our	thanks	goes	to	John	Redpath	at	The	Spike	for	
allowing	us	to	make	the	movie	on	locaEon.

Roberts	played	by	Jeff	Raggert

Steve	Michell	plays	prisoner	3
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In	my	conEnued	search	to	minimise	the	size	of	my	
kit	and	maintain	leading	edge	technology	
advancement	I	came	across	the	latest	in	smart	
phone	gimbals.

The	one	I	have	now,	made	by	DJI,	although	
compact,	is	sEll	not	pocket	sized	and	does	take	a	
while	to	set	up.		

Power	Vision	S1	marks	the	next	step	in	
miniaturisaEon	while	maintaining	the	enhanced	
features	we	have	come	to	enjoy	from	DJI’s	
conEnued	development.	

Cleverly	developed	by	a	small	group	of	electrical	
engineers	known	as	The	PowerVision	Group,	
founded	in	2009	which	is	a	company	with	a	clear	
mission	to	innovate	the	future.	It	pushes	the	
boundaries	of	possibiliEes,	with	the	aim	to	change	
the	world	through	innovaEve	arEficial	intelligence.	

At	the	heart	of	the	company	is	a	corporate	culture	
that	prides	itself	on	conEnuous	learning,	
innovaEon,	and	technological	excellence.	
PowerVision	boasts	that	it	is	the	only	company	in	
the	world	producing	aerial,	water	surface,	and	
underwater	roboEc	devices.

With	mobile	phones	conEnuing	to	challenge	the	
more	tradiEonal	cameras,	this	innovaEon	looks	
very	aJracEve.		You	can	find	more	details	on	the	
smartphone	gimbal		

Power	Vision	S1
Is	this	the	next	genera1on	
of	Smartphone	gimbals?
By	Philip	Morley

HERE

Rita’s	
Rib-Ticklers

Price:		£144

https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/powervision-s1-world-s-smallest-smartphone-gimbal/x/16497610?utm_content=campaigns_one_column_hero2_cta&utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=bck-06102021hardware&gs_variant=2021_Hardware#/
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Whenever	we	all	gather	to	make	a	movie,	there	is	o>en	the	
problem	of	providing	a	monitor	for	the	Director	and		
conEnuity	person.		This	is	so	they	can	be	sure	all	the	
camera	seqngs	and	focus	are	correct.

An	easy	soluEon	is	a	TV	set	connected	by	a	long	HDMI	
cable	to	the	camera.
This	will	provide	a	basic	picture	and	assist	in	framing	the	
shot.		This	is	OK	on	a	big	set	with	lots	of	space	and	
someone	making	sure	the	HDMI	cable	is	not	a	trip	hazard.		
With	mulEple	locaEons	for	different	scenes	this	is	very	
Eme	consuming.		It	also	needs	mains	power.

UnEl	recently	the	next	best	alternaEve	was	to	buy	a	basic	
camera	monitor,	usually	5	to	7	inches	and	connect	this	to	
the	camera	via	HDMI	cable.		These	are	more	portable	and	
powered	by	baJeries	hanging	from	the	back	of	the	
monitor.			These	monitors	cost	beween	£150	and	£1,000	

depending	on	the	maker	and	screen	resoluEon.		All	of	
them	require	power	and	direct	connecEon	to	the	camera.	

If	you	are	seeking	the	ability	to	monitor	aspects	like	focus,	
light	and	sound	levels	and	to	be	able	to	record	directly	to	
the	monitor,	the	price	rises	again	into	the	£1,000	+	bracket.

Going	wireless	is	another	big	jump	up	with	the	need	for	a	

transmiJer	connected	to	the	camera	and	a	receiver	
connected	to	a	monitor.

For	the	likes	of	Club	Members	this	sounds	like	hard	
work	and	difficult	to	set	up.		It	becomes	even	more	
difficult	if	you	are	operaEng	in	a	confined	space.

I	found	the	answer	to	be	a	new	liJle	device	from	
Hollyland	(normally	known	for	their	excellent	robust	
wireless	microphone	kits)	called	a	Mars	X.		This	clever	
device	creates	a	strong	wifi	signal	that	can	be	accessed	
by	up	to	3	smartphone/iPad	devices	at	once	and	gives	a	
clear	1080p	picture	and	sound	(note:	it	can’t	broadcast	
a	4K	picture).	It	has	a	range	of	100m	in	clear	line	of	
sight,	but	also	works	well	for	up	to	30m	through	walls	
etc.	

It	Ecks	all	the	boxes:
1.	Has	a	built	in	baJery	(with	1	hours	use).	A	flashing	
red	light	gives	you	a	10	minute	warning	to	plug	in	a	
power	bank	that	will	run	it	all	day	with	no	drain	on	the	
baJery.

2.	If		you	have	a	new	iPad	or	iPhone,	the	screen	
resoluEon	is	much	beJer	than	many	of	the	more	
expensive	monitors.

3.	You	can	check	all	the	vital	components	of	the	shot.		
Focus,	colour,	exposure	and	even	preview	S-Log	shots	
with	a	built-in	LuJ.

4.	With	the	touch	of	a	buJon	you	can	record	a	movie	of	
the	shot	onto	your	IOS/Android	device,	for	instant	
review	or	simply	take	a	picture	(which	can	be	anotated)	
to	be	sure	of	your	conEnuity	in	return	shots.

5.	Its	metal	construcEon	gives	it	a	feel	of	a	well	built	
piece	of	kit	that	will	last	a	long	Eme.

I	tried	it	out	on	a	film	shoot	a	few	days	ago	and	it	
proved	invaluable	and	enabled	the	shoot	to	proceed	
much	faster	than	normal,	when	shots	can	only	be	
reviewed	in	the	camera	monitor	or	even	worse	by	
removing	the	chip	to	show	on	a	computer.

So	what’s	the	price	of	this	clever	piece	of	tech?.		It	can	
be	found	for	as	liJle	as	£130!

See	a	full	review	of	the	Mars	X	HERE

By	Philip	Morley

MARS	X		-	professional	monitoring	for	the	rest	of	us.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CnWRt_jjKpc
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Interes1ng	camera	angles	
by	Rita	Wheeler

I	came	across	an	arEcle	I	wrote	several	years	ago	a>er	
aJending	a	Camera	Angle	course	run	by	previous	member	
Dick	Hibberd.		Dick	was	trained	by	and	worked	for	the	BBC.		
Here	are	some	of	the	things	I	learned:

The	funcEon	of	the	cameraman	is	to	convey	a	story	
through	the	medium	of	a	camera.		The	audience	sees	what	
the	camera	shows.	
	
They	are	taken	into	the	world	of	the	story	by	the	images	
presented	to	them.	

They	should	not	be	aware	of	the	camera	unless	there	is	a	
dramaEc	reason.		If,	for	example,	you	wish	the	audience	to	
think	the	acEon	is	being	watched	by	a	hidden	observer,	

then	the	camera	is	moved	
slightly	erraEcally,	possibly	
goes	behind	a	shrub	or	
other	object	to	partly	
obscure	the	acEon	then	
back	to	give	a	clear	if	
somewhat	shaky	shot.	

However,		if	this	type	of	camera	operaEon	is	used	
without	there	being	a	dramaEc	reason,	then	the	
audience	are	mysEfied	and	this	detracts	from	the	
story.	

Zooming	in	to	something	of	interest	is	acceptable,	as	
long	as	it	is	a	smooth	zoom.		Hosepiping,	that	is	
waving	the	camera	in	every	direcEon	like	a	hose	when	
watering	the	garden,	is	to	be	avoided.



Do	you	fancy	a	role	within	Border	Post	as	a	Special	
correspondent?	

Since	we	have	had	a	flood	of	applicaEons	we	have	
shortlisted	some	candidates	and	asked	them	to	
submit	a	short	sample	arEcle.	

Candidate	1	-	Technical	correspondents.	

Sample	arMcle.	

A	new	chip	from	Unintel	Corpora1on?	

This	enables	the	new	Pro	Stat	6k	format	(that	can	
be	shot	in	limited	Gamma	H	285s)	to	introduce	a	
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					This	enables	you,	at	85	years	old
					to	spend	an	addiEonal	5	months	in	a																																								
					nursing	home	at	£4,000	per	month.

						My	grandpa	started	walking
						five	miles	a	day	when	he	was	60.
						Now	he's	97	years	old
						and	we	don't	know	where	he	is.
						
						I	like	long	walks,
						especially	when	they	are	taken
						by	people	who	annoy	me.
						
						The	only	reason	I	would	take	up	walking
						is	so	that	I	could	hear	heavy	breathing	again.
						
						I	have	to	walk	early	in	the	morning,
						before	my	brain	figures	out	what	I'm	doing..
						
						I	joined	a	health	club	last	year,
						spent	about	£400.
						Haven't	lost	a	pound.
						Apparently	you	have	to	go	there
					
						Every	Eme	I	hear	the	dirty	word	'exercise',
						I	wash	my	mouth	out	with	chocolate.
						

						Walking	20	minutes	can	add	to	your	life.Importance	of	Walking
						I	do	have	flabby	thighs,
						but	fortunately	my	stomach	covers	them.

						The	advantage	of	exercising	every	day
						is	so	when	you	die,	they'll	say,
						'Well,	he	looks	good	doesn't	he?'
						
						If	you	are	going	to	try	cross-country	skiing,
					start	with	a	small	country.		
				
						I	know	I	got	a	lot	of	exercise
						the	last	few	years......
						just	geqng	over	the	hill.	
			

					We	all	get	heavier	as	we	get	older,
					because	there's	a	lot	more	informaEon	in	our	heads.
					That's	my	story	and	I'm	sEcking	to	it.
						
						AND

						Every	Eme	I	start	thinking	too	much
						about	how	I	look,
						I	just	find	a	Happy	Hour
						and	by	the	Eme	I	leave,
						I	look	just	fine.
						
					

by	Rita	Wheeler

You	could	run	this	over	to	your	friends	
						But	just	e-mail	it	to	them!

SBMM-Reporters needed!
By	Brian	O’Connell

delineated	cross	scanned	data	stream	package.		It	can	be	
efficiently	handled	by	most	ediEng	suites	except	Pi	Casso	
but	only	if	the	hybrid	package	envelope	is	Detlta	nuanced,	

and	supplemented	by	Acrid	3	firmware.	

An	Acrid	spokesman	said	that	they	had	no	intenEon	of	
developing	it	for	their	ediEng	suite	as	it	would	be	
superseded	by	a	full	res	colour	corrected	6K	interlaced	
H248	codec	in	coming	months.	Both	Intra	and	Long	
Gop	would	not	show	compromises	by	non	convecEve	
thermally	passive	cameras.	We	look	forward	to	these	
exciEng	developments.	

Would	you	like	to	see	more	arEcles	like	this?	

At	this	stage	the	candidate	will	not	be	named	to	ensure	
feedback	is	imparEal.		Send	comments	to	the	Editors.

STOP	PRESS					One	early	comment	is	
‘Get	your	head	around	that	one,	Sanders!’.	Unintel	Chip	
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Looking	to	sell	your	kit	in	order	to	upgrade?		Why	not	
adverNse	in	Border	Post?		Just	send	me	details	of	the	
item	and	price	you	are	seeking	and	we	can	do	the	rest.		

Having	just	joined	the	heady	heights	
of	the	iPhone	12	Pro	Max	Club,	Mike	
Sanders	is	looking	to	sell	his	iPhone	6	
Plus	for	£150	o.n.o.

If	you	are	interested	please	contact	
Mike	at	:	
chairman@surreyborder.org.uk

Canon	EOS	600D		Body	only																											Body	only	£150	

Kit	lens	18	-55	mm		(3.5	to	5.6)																																							 £50
50	mm	prime	f	1.8	II																																																				 £45

All	of	the	above	are	hardly	used	and	in	almost	new	condiEon.	
Sold	with	baJery	and	charger.
If	sold	together:
						 600D	Body	and	kit	lens			£170
						 600D	Body,	kit	lens	and	prime		£200

Contact	Brian	O'Connell	07766	978	051

For	Sale	-	Canon	600D	with	some	lenses:	



N e x t  M e e t i n g  

2nd	July	2021	Another	completely	virus	free,	
on	line	meeEng.

Your	Club	Contacts	

Chairman
Vice	Chairman
Hon.	Secretary
Hon.	Treasurer	
Webmaster	
CompeEEon	Officer	
Digital	Engagement	Officer
Public	RelaEons	Officer	
Editors	-	Border	Post	
Social	Events	

Name:	

Mike	Sanders	
Philip	Morley	
Rita	Wheeler	
Gillian	Gatland
Dave	Rayers	
Tim	Stannard	
Jim	Reed
Kathy	Butcher	
Philip	Morley	&	Brian	O’Connell
CommiJee	

Photographs	and	text	copyright	©	July	2021	Surrey	Border	Movie	Makers,	members	and	individual	copyright	owners	as	otherwise	credited.	

Contributors!	
Thanks	to	all	members	who	helped	us	by	
contribu1ng	to	this	issue:	Peter	Frost,	Brian	
O’Connell,	Philip	Morley,		Rita	Wheeler.

COPY	DEADLINE!		August	2021	issue	will	

be		14th	of	July	so	keep	it	coming.		Late	
copy	will	be	carried	over	to	the	next	

month.	Thank	you	for	your	co-opera1on		-	
Eds!	

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e

M o re  Da t e s

Phone:	

01420	563859
02089	396628
01252	850976
01252	837416
01403	823453
01252	312842
Ask	a	commiJee	member	to	direct	you	to	a	member	who	might	help	
01252	310198	
0208	939	6628
01252	850976	

Come and see what we do! 	
See	what	other	movie	makers	are	up	to	and	you	may	get	
inspiraEon	for	your	own	projects.	We	always	welcome	new	
members	and	you	can	sound	us	out	for	free,	too.	You	can	
find	out	more	about	us	by	visiEng	our	web	site	
www.surreyborder.org.uk.

or	email	the	secretary:	secretary@	surreyborder.org.uk

We	are	also	on	Facebook:	

www.facebook.com/SurreyBorderMovieMakers/1meline	
Pre-coronavirus,	meeEngs	were	held	at	St	Joan's	Centre,	
19	Tilford	Road,	Farnham	GU9	8DJ,	however	unEl	further	
noEce	meeEngs	will	be	held	on-line	on	the	first	Friday	of	
the	month,	starEng	at	8.00	pm	and	finishing	at	10.00	pm.		
If	you	are	interested	then	email:	
secretary@surreyborder.org.uk				
	
St	Joan’s	Centre	is	200	yards	south	of	Farnham	staEon	and	
is	in	the	grounds	of	St	Joan’s	Church.	The	entrance	to	the	
church	is	by	a	narrow	road	opposite	the	juncEon	with	
Alfred	Road,	and	St	Joan’s	Centre	is	to	the	right	of	the	
church.	There	is	ample	parking.

Remember	your	first	visit	is	free
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Your	contribu1ons	for	
inclusion	will	be	appreciated	
together	with	photographs	if	
possible.	Please	send	them	to	
The	Editor	Border	Post	for	the	
next	issue:	
editor@surreyborder.org.uk	

2nd	July	-	SERIAC	2020	films.

6th	August	-	Edit-in-an-Evening.

3rd	September	-	Documentary	Comp.

1st	October	-	Inter	Club	Comp.

Well,	they	say	this	Covid	thing	is	going	
to	be	over	in	just	16	days	Eme!
We	thought	we	would	have	a	liJle	
taste	of	the	good	life	to	come	last	
weekend	(see	page	3	-	Estate	Agent).		
We	went	to	an	old	work	house	to	
make	a	film	about	a	man	being	shot	in	
the	rain.		The	locaEon	and	the	
weather	were	sure	to	depress,	but	
“oh	boy”	did	it	feel	good	to	be	behind	
the	camera	again!!	Even	beJer	sEll,	
being	shouted	at	by	the	Director	and	
making	snide	comments	to	the	sound	
man	about	the	actors	shoes.
Even	the	tea	tasted	beJer!!
No	excuses	now,	Film,	Film	Film	and	
good	luck	with	your	edit	in	an	evening	
exercise.
Happy	post	Covid	filming!
Philip	and	Brian.

STAYING	UP-TO-DATE

If	you	come	across	any	liJle	
gismo	or	invenEon	in	the	
movie	making	world	that	you	
think	our	members	may	be	
interested	to	know	about,	just	
let	us	have	the	link	and	we’ll	
include	it	in	“Kit	Corner”.

Thanks	Eds!

Email:	

chairman@surreyborder.org.uk

secretary@surreyborder.org.uk

Tes1ng..	Tes1ng!

mailto:secretary@surreyborder.org.uk

