An Introduction to our new Club
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We are very sad to announce the death
of Peter Matthews on the 22rd May 2026
(aged 94). Peter was a long time, much
admired member of SBMM.

Recollections and memories of Peter will
be featured in the July Border Post.

John Hawthorne Surrey Border Movie Makers
Competition Officer set members a challenge of
producing a short video with the theme of
‘Darkness’ where limited lighting was to be used.

Six entries were submitted, some were made by
groups within the club others were made by
individual club members.

The first film shown was by club group the
Pioneers called ‘The Medium’ it was filmed in
one evening which was quite an achievement and
took the theme of a seance with a touch of
comedy and intrigue thrown in as the people
involved thought they were going to a marriage
counselling event!

The next movie to be shown was. “The Medium
2’ an alternative version of the original entry
but this time with an alternate edit by Jonathan
Hill and Matthew Collins.

The next film to shown was ‘Shelter’ an
animation by Cameron Gilroy, this 3min. 3 sec.
movie about a girl working her late shift in a bar
developed some un-expected spooky
happenings when someone took shelter inside
the bar from the rain.
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The fourth entry made by John Thompson
and Paul Ashworth, titled ‘Tell Tale Heart’
this intriguing movie was based on the
short macabre story by Edgar Allan Poe
the well-known American writer and poet.

David Dewhurst member of the
Pathfinders groups created the next film
called ‘The Looking Glass’ this 4 min.
38sec. entry told the story of an ageing
man receiving his rather interesting
Birthday presents one of which was a
mirror with rather mysterious properties.

The final film was by the ‘Weyfarers’ group
called ‘ISO & F-Stop for the Sony A6600
Camera’, this comedy directed by John
Hawthorne highlighted some of the
hilarious and annoying difficulties you can
experience when trying to set up your own
camera in the dark whilst attempting to
make a film on your own.

After viewing all the films the audience
voted by a show of hands. The winner was
Cameron Gilroy’s animation ‘Shelter’ with
‘The Medium’ and ‘The Medium 2’ by the
Pioneers Group taking joint second place.

If you are

interested in becoming a member

just Click HERE to find out more about joining
this amazing group of friendly film makers.
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https://surreyborder.org.uk/index.php/membership-details/

The Art of Film Directing - Part 2
By Philip Morley

The best way to learn craft of filmmaking is to study the
work of the masters, and to listen to their words of
wisdom. Below, I’'ve compiled a few more of my favourite
pieces of advice from some of the world’s greatest
filmmakers to help you get inspired.

The quotes below are pulled from a variety of articles,
interviews, websites, and in my opinion represent some
of the most critical lessons for any member thinking
about directing a film.

Stanley Kubrick: “Understand your own taste”

The director’s job is to
know what emotional
statement he wants a
character to convey in
his scene or his line,
and to exercise taste
and judgment in
helping the actor give
his best possible
performance. By
knowing the
actor’s

personality and gauging his strengths and

weaknesses a director can help him to overcome

specific problems and realize his potential. But |

think this aspect of directing is generally

overemphasized. The director’s taste and

imagination play a much more crucial role in the

making of a film. Is it meaningful? Is it

believable? Is it interesting? Those are the

questions that have to be answered several

hundred times a day.

Chris Nolan: “Be prepared to do it all yourself”

While it’s wonderful to have a
great community of filmmakers
around you, you have to be
prepared to do everything
yourself. That’s something that
never goes away. You have to be
prepared to carry the flag for the
film because if you're not,
nobody else is going to bother.
The tricky thing is, it can seem
like arrogance because it’s the film you made, but there’s
no way around it. You just have to do it.

Peter Bogdanovich: “watch the right movies”

Get familiar with the Golden Age of
Movies. Movies were better-
constructed and better-directed in
the years between 1912-1962. So |
think it’s the foundation of the art.
And | think that anyone who directs
movies should have a working
knowledge of that foundation,
before they start turning on the
camera.

Werner Herzog: “Read”

More important, for an aspiring
filmmaker, is reading. Read, read,
read, read, read, read, read. If you
don’t read, you’ll never make a
great film. Acting right by the
camera, right in front of the
actors, it’s as if they are acting
just, and solely, and utterly only
for you. The rest of the crew
doesn’t matter, the audience, later in the theater
doesn’t matter, it’s a million miles away and maybe it
will never happen, they are acting only for you.

Francis Ford Coppola: “work from theme”

When you make a movie, always try to discover what
the theme of the movie is in one
or two words. Every time | made
a film, I always knew what |
thought the theme was, the
core, in one word. In The
Godfather, it was succession.
In The Conversation, it was
privacy. In Apocalypse, it was
morality. The reason it’s
important to have this is
because most of the time what
a director really does is make
decisions. All day long: Do you want it to be long hair
or short hair? Do you want a dress or pants? Do you
want a beard or no beard? There are many times
when you don’t know the answer. Knowing what the
theme is always helps you.

Akira Kurosawa: “Rrefine your focus”

During the shooting of a scene the director’s eye has
to catch even the
minutest detail. But
this does not mean
glaring concentratedly
at the set. While the
cameras are rolling, |
rarely look directly at
the actors, but focus
my gaze somewhere
else. By doing this |
sense instantly when

something isn’t right. Watching something does not

mean fixing your gaze on it, but being aware of it in a

natural way. | believe this is what the medieval Noh

playwright and theorist Zeami meant by ‘watching with

a detached gaze’.

If this article has inspired you to look further
into the art of directing films click HERE to see
more of the greats expound on their skills.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2d9EGFTwqNI



https://surreyborder.org.uk/index.php/membership-details/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcdoJ9BHr9E



https://surreyborder.org.uk/index.php/membership-details/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flOxxxn8gvo
https://www.reddit.com/r/boxoffice/comments/1inq9ur/%0Dhow_to_train_your_dragon_official_trailer/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PSNL1qE6VY
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https://surreyborder.org.uk/index.php/membership-details/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CHOMnNtSko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErAqvwzVhEo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jp9ug2YqxH8
https://m.ok.ru/video/4418856356379
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9dgOYByXWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-sELw668BU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ugaeA-nMTc

SUMMER SOCIAL

By Rita Wheeler

Al’s ‘Bangers’ are the best in town!

Each year the club has a
Summer Social. A chance
for us to get together,
enjoy some good food and
have a chat.

Al and | have hosted this
for several years.

. . “Are you a famous actress?”.
This year it will be on ¥

Sunday 28th June.

It is a barbecue. We’ll be

sitting outside.

If you want a swim, bring your swimmers AND a towel.
Also bring your camera and take some photos. Most importantly, come along and enjoy yourselves.
We start at 1.00 pm. We will plan to eat about 2.30 - 3.00 pm. Going home time is at 6.00. pm

Itis £12 per person which includes food and drinks. Partners are welcome.

By the time you read this you should have received an invitation by email.

If you haven’t already responded, please do so NOW!
Thanks, and hope to see you on 28th June.

Rita and Al

SUMMER CHALLENGE - UPDATE

By John Hawthorn

OK - Because | can, | have! But now the change! | am adding in
The competition has been changed. Its films based on ideas from the June
still has the "Do any film you want" idea. meeting - the FILM in a DAY
(remember the rules - make a film on competition.

anything you want - documentary to sci-fi
thriller to Vox pop to hard rock -
anything.

In JUNEs. meeting, towards the end,
we will break-up into teams of four
and write some bullet

BUT: points for a TV Advert or a 1 minute
please insert ONE (or more) of these film trailer (or similar). At the end of
phrases: the evening | will collect all

1. That is about as useful as a chocolate the ideas and put them on our

tea pot. website.... In the few days that are left,
. What would your mother say? any individual (or team-let)

. Ham or Chicken? can attempt to make one of these

. It’s a hot day. short adverts (or trailers) and these

. It’s not my cup of tea. too will be shown in July as

. Capuchino. part of the July Challenge In this

. Fashion Week. way, | feel more people will get

. Who would know? involved in making

movies - and that is what we're about!
Good Luck!

(Contact me at
johnpauljohnpaul@hotmail.co.uk if
you have any questions).

nd insert ONE (or more) of these items:
. A medics gown.

. A crown.

. A dagger.

. Blood (fake).

. Umbrella.

. Carrots.

. Photograph album.

. Felt tip pens.

ONOUDAWNRD> CONOULTN WN
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David Kershaw has decided to sell some of his filming kit which is

F r I set out below. Don’t delay as these items are real bargins, just for
members. If you are interested please call him on 07824 619164.

Asking price £30.

Zhiyun Smooth 4 mobile phone gimble.
“In excellent condition and has only been used on a couple of
occasions.”

Contour shuttlexpress
multimedia controller.

“Brand new never used.”

Asking price £37.

Zeiss Planar 1.4/50mm

ZF.2 manual zoom lens with
external aperture ring.
“Immaculate condition, clean
lens, no scratches no fungus.
Boxed with original
instructions. Note: It has a
Nikon mount, but it has been
used on occasion with a
Blackmagic camera using an
addition adaptor. Currently
selling at Wex photographic
for £640”.

Asking price £300.
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By Mike Sanders

The following pages track my efforts in achieving a high-quality movie for the Horizon band. As you will see, this proved to
be quite a challenge. It is hoped that when we undertake the next similar function, we will be able to avoid some of the
problems that beset us on this one.

Page 10



Page 11



Page 12



Page 13



Page 14



Page 15



Page 16



Page 17



Page 18



Page 19



Click HERE to view the movie.
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https://player.vimeo.com/video/1193874395

Editor’s Note

It is wonderful to have witnessed the
wave of enthusiasm being generated by
some of the new members. There are
many daily posts on WeTransfer, which
range from questions on equipment to
the fine tuning of scripts for a new
movie.

In this month, we have undertaken two
highly complex filming exercises
involving multi-cam and multiple sound
channels. | am pleased to say that,
despite problems along the way, they
have both been very successful and have
generated funds for our club.

Next Meeting
5th June 2026:

We will be showing some of the
previous films from Film-in-an-
Evening up to COFFEE BREAK. After,
a few hints on how to make a short
film in a short time, and then groups
get together and have a
brainstorming session.

Future Meetings

3rd July 2026: Films made by group
members will be shown.

28th June: Summer Social. Check
your emails.

7th August: Films to be shown for
discussion, what works, what
doesn't.

4th Sept: Documentary
Competition. Open to members.
Max 20 minutes.

Your Club Contacts Name: Email:

Chairman Mike Sanders chairman@surreyborder.org.uk
Vice Chairman Philip Morley

Hon. Secretary Rita Wheeler  secretary@surreyborder.org.uk
Hon. Treasurer Gillian Gatland

Webmaster

Competition Officer

Movie Projects Co-ordinator. TBA
Public Relations Officer
Editor - Border Post

Social Events

We are delighted to see a number
of explanatory articles outlining
the problems and solutions of
making these complex movies.
This has led to this edition breaking
all records at twenty-one pages.
Don't worry, you have a whole
month to read every article before
the next edition.

Philip and Brian

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

HOW TO UPLOAD YOUR
FILMS

For future reference, all videos for
club showing should now be
uploaded via the website.

Simply click on 'Competitions’,
then 'Members Video Uploads’,
and then after you have read the
simple instructions, click on 'Go to
the online upload page'.

For even easier access, this is a
direct link to the 'online upload
page
HERE

Marcus Hennings
John Hawthorne

Kathy Butcher
Philip Morley & Brian O’Connell
Rita Wheeler and Gillian Gatland

Contributors!

Thanks to all members and guests who
helped us by contributing to this issue:

Rita Wheeler, Peter Frost, lan Absolon, Brian
O’Connell, Philip Morley, Marcus Henning,
Mike Sanders, David Kershaw and John
Hawthorne.

COPY DEADLINE! July 2026 issue will be
14th of June so keep it coming. Late copy
will be carried over to the next month.

Thank you for your co-operation - Eds!

Come and see what we
do!

See what other movie makers are up to and you may
get inspiration for your own projects. We always
welcome new members and you can sound us out for
free, too. You can find out more about us by visiting
our web site www.surreyborder.org.uk

or email the secretary: secretary@ surreyborder.org.uk
We are also on Facebook:

www.facebook.com/SurreyBorderMovieMakers/
timeline

Meetings are held at St Joan's Centre, 19 Tilford Road,
Farnham GU9 8DJ, on the first Friday of the month,
starting at 8.00 pm and finishing at 10.00 pm. If you
are interested then email:
secretary@surreyborder.org.uk

St Joan’s Centre is 200 yards south of Farnham station
and is in the grounds of St Joan’s Church. The entrance
to the church is by a narrow road opposite the junction
with Alfred Road, and St Joan’s Centre is to the right of
the church. There is ample parking.

Your contributions for
inclusion will be appreciated
together with photographs if
possible. Please send them to
The Editor Border Post for the

next issue: pffilmsl@mac.com
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